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INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DHA-02 DPW-01 AID-05 CIAE-00 
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AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NICOSIA 1221 
E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PORG SREF PFOR ICRC GR TU CY 

SUBJECT: ICRC DECISION TO WITHDRAW CYPRUS MISSION 

REF: GENEVA 3283 

1 . IN MARCH EMBASSY HAD ENCOURAGED ICRC TO CONTINUE OPERATIONS 
AT LEAST UNTIL END OF 1976. WE UNDERSTAND ICRC DISCOMFORT WITH 
GROWING IMAGE OF PERMANENCE. ICRC SHORTAGE OF SWISS PERSONNEL 
FOR WORLD-WIDE SERVICE ALSO PLAYED ROLE IN DECISION TO TERMINATE 
ITS PERMANENT MISSION IN NICOSIA. 

2. EMBASSY HAS NO REAL PROBLEM WITH ICRC DECISION TO REPLACE 
FULL TIME MISSION WITH TDY VISITS TO CYPRUS. WITH EXPECTED 
CONTINUATION OF PRESENT LEVEL OF WORK, EMBASSY BELIEVES ICRC 
TDY REPRESENTATION WILL COVER NICOSIA MORE OR LESS ALL THE 
TIME, BUT WITH THE ADDED ADVANTAGE TO ICRC THAT IMAGE OF ICRC 
PERMANENCE WILL NO LONGER EXIST. 
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